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Ken Prillaman was appointed Fire Chief, City of Wichita Falls, Texas on July 15, 2019.  He previously served as Fire Chief, Fire Marshal and Emergency Management Director for the City of Brooklyn Park, Minnesota.  
He has two Associate Degrees in Fire Science and graduated Magna Cum Laude from Columbia Southern University, with a Bachelor’s Degree in Fire Administration with a Fire Investigation major. He is a Nationally Certified Fire Officer III, Fire Investigator, Fire Instructor II as well as an IAAI-Fire Investigation Technician and Evidence Collection Technician.  He is a Minnesota Certified Emergency Management Director and a National Registry EMT. Ken has an excellent reputation as a command officer and teaches incident command in high-rise operations for the National Fire Academy. In 2019, Ken earned his credential as a Chief Fire Officer from the Center for Public Safety Excellence. 
Ken has served in a variety of regional and state leadership roles and is a member of the North Texas All Hazard Incident Management Team.  Ken served as the Deputy Director in the Minneapolis MACS Emergency Operations Center for Super Bowl 52, and he serves on the weekend staff of the National Fallen Firefighter Memorial in Emmitsburg, MD.  Ken wrote and published the Minnesota Ceremonies & Protocol Guidebook, heralded as the most comprehensive guide of its type in the fire service.
Ken’s executive leadership skills transcends the fire service and includes having been the senior executive in charge of operations for several of the industry’s largest financial services organizations.  Ken’s experience includes almost 5 years with the insurance services division of Equifax where he oversaw an operation with 4,000 full-time and part-time employees and an annual budget of one-hundred-fifty-million dollars (adjusted for inflation).  During his tenure, Ken successfully negotiated the second largest acquisition in Equifax history.  
Ken is an accomplished public speaker and has presented at a variety of local, state and national meetings.  He and his family have devoted free time to helping parents keep their kids safe on the internet.  Following a near tragic event involving their then 13-year-old daughter, who was targeted by two internet predators, the Prillamans have made it their mission to help keep other families safe. His presentation “Parents vs. Predators” has received national acclaim and has been developed into a made-for-television documentary that won a 2012 Telly Award.  Ken has recently written and published his first book, “Leadership Lessons from the Fireground.”
Ken served as the Executive Director and Team Commander for Fire Rescue Alliance, a non-profit organization focused on the rebuilding of the fire prevention, suppression and investigation capabilities along with the out-of-hospital emergency medical capabilities of various developing nations around the world.  Ken has led numerous mission trips, of firefighters and medical personnel, since 2009.  

Ken and his wife, Debbie, reside in Wichita Falls.

