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Hotel
Tax?

CVB

We sat down with the Director of the Wichita Falls
Convention & Visitors Bureau, Lindsay Barker to
discuss what the CVB is, the economic impact visitors
have on our city, and a possible hotel occupancy tax
increase.
First of all, you work for the Wichita Falls Convention
and Visitors Bureau. What exactly is that?
(Laughs)
You know, for the people that may not know.
I get asked that a lot like “what is it that you really
do?” So, really at the CVB there’s kind of two main focuses we have. The first is going to be
that we are going to bid on events. We want to try to win those bids and bring conventions
here to town. We’ve got two really fantastic sales staff that really focus on that. The other
area that we focus on is the marketing and the tourism aspect. You know one of the goals
of our city council and strategic plan is to aggressively market the city and so that’s kind of
what we do. We’re marketing the city with the intent of attracting tourists here. That’s sort of
the big umbrella with that. There are other details, but that’s kind of the general overview.
Why is it important to attract visitors to Wichita Falls?
You know when you think about it all those people that are coming into Wichita Falls are
going to spend their money here. It’s outside dollars and they’re going to stay in our hotels,
eat in our restaurants, shop in our shops, get gas, and all of those fun things you do when
you travel. It’s an economic driver, it can have an economic impact here locally for our
economy and also it just gets people here to Wichita Falls. I think that it’s fun for people to
see the city if they haven’t been here before. Maybe they had a misconception about what
we had to offer and things that we have to do and attractions. So it’s important for us to try
to get those people here.
Do you know the economic impact visitors had last year?
Yes, in 2018 the Wichita county total visitor spending was $239,950,000.
That’s awesome!
And that was an increase of 14 million from the year prior.
Now, you’re not a part of Spectra or have anything to do with Spectra, but your office is
located at the MPEC. Can you talk a little bit about the condition of the facilities over there?
We’re a department of the City and funded strictly from the revenues that our hotels and
motels make, and that revenue is mandated from the state how it can be spent. It can only
be spent on the convention, hotel, and tourism industries. So we office out of the MPEC since
it was a great opportunity for us to have a storefront location since we’ve never had a place
where visitors can actually come in and ask questions or get a visitor’s guide, maps, and
things like that. So we work with the MPEC, but we are two separate entities.
As far as the condition, you know right now there are some issues. Those facilities are aging
and in need of some capital repair projects. There’s some roofs that are leaking, air walls
that don’t work. The buildings are twenty plus years old and the wear and tear is to be
expected. It’s time to take care of some of those larger projects. That’s why it’s important for
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this hotel tax increase. We’ll be able to put that revenue towards some of those projects.
When you talk about hotel tax. What is a hotel tax?
Good question. Every hotel charges a hotel tax and the state gets a portion of that and a
city can get a portion of that. So right now our tax rate is 13%. The state collects 6% and the
city collects the other 7% and that money can only be spent on the hotel, tourism, and travel
industry. So right now that would yield about half a million dollars a year that would go
directly back into the projects we talked about like the roof and sound system.
There’s going to be people that are going to say “why hasn’t there been a maintenance
budget from the beginning? Why haven’t these things been taken care of over time?”
My understanding is that originally they anticipated the hotel tax revenue would be able to
cover those costs and that just hasn’t been the case. Now some of those projects are fairly
large in terms of the cost and expense of them. This is just a method to be able to pay for
those projects without having to burden the local taxpayer.
So when you say burden the local taxpayer, just to clarify, this is only for people visiting
Wichita Falls, not property owners.
Right, the only way you would pay this is if you stayed in one of our hotels.
Do you think that a tax increase would deter visitors or conventions?
You know we really don’t. When you look at our peer cities, about 14, over half of those
are already a rate higher than Wichita Falls, and we compete with them for conventions and
they are still getting them. They don’t have any issues with attracting conventions, so we
really don’t think it will affect us.
What will happen if this hotel tax increase doesn’t happen?
Those projects are going to have to be paid for one way or the other. Those things have to
be taken care of and ultimately and unfortunately it would have to go back to the taxpayer
in the form of some sort of property tax increase.
Just to be clear, this is completely separate from the hotel and convention center?
Yes, two completely separate projects and two completely separate funding mechanisms.
Right now the way the funding for the possible new hotel is it would be completely privately
funded. It’s an investor the City recently awarded a bid to and they’re still in the negotiation
stages of that. So two completely separate projects that don’t have anything to do with each
other.

Lindsay Barker, Director of Wichita Falls Convention and Visitors Bureau

Brenda Beltran
Wichita Falls Health District

WIC Clerk

Brenda’s Goal:

Working to be a better person day by day.
Brenda’s peers describe her as hard working, always willing to go above and
beyond to accomplish any and all task handed to her. As a WIC clerk, you
can only imagine how much pressure is placed on them from dealing with
the constant ringing of telephones to participants who need assistance, to
the brand new TXIN computer system, a new system that presents its own
set of challenges. Through all this Brenda maintains a pleasant attitude and
is continuously smiling. She’s patient with employees when they need help in
the new system and she’s always willing to help interpret for spanish-speaking
participants of the WIC program. Brenda’s bright personality brings laughter,
encouragement, and joy to her work environment. Brenda’s work ethic is an
example for all.
Thank you, Brenda!
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C i ty O r d i n a n c es & R es o lu t i o n s
Ordinance
No. 09-2019

An ordinance authorizing the
emergency purchase and installation
of a Freight Elevator at Memorial
Auditorium from Aspen Elevator,
Inc. in the amount of $107, 125 and
appropriation of expenditure up to
$130,000 to complete this project.

Ordinance
No. 10-2019

The ordinance making an
appropriation to the Special
Revenue Fund for HIV Prevention
in the amount of $58,650 received
from the Department of State
Health Services and authorizing the
City Manager to execute contract
accepting the same.

Ordinance
No. 11-2019

making an appropriation to the
Special Revenue Fund for Public
Health Emergency Preparedness
in the amount $120,556 received
from the Department of State
Health Services and authorizing the
City Manager to execute contract
accepting same.

Ordinance
No. 12-2019

Ordinance appropriating $12,978.36
to the Special Revenue Fund for
additional grant revenue from
the State of Texas for the Texas
Department of Transportation
Selective Traffic Enforcement
Program (“STEP” or “Click it or
Ticket”) Wave Grant for Fiscal
Year 2019 and authorizing the City
Manager to accept said funds.

Ordinance
No. 13-2019

An ordinance appropriating
$392,418.26 to the Special
Revenue Fund from the Office
of the Governor, Criminal
Justice Division, FY 2019 NCS-X
Implementation Assistance
Program, Grant Number 3712501
and authorizing the City Manager
to accept said funds.

Ordinance
No.14-2019

An ordinance amending the
FY 2019 Public Transportation
Budget in an amount of
$52,611 for after-hour public
transportation services.

Ordinance
No.15-2019

The ordinance making an
appropriation to the Special
Revenue Fund in the amount of
$10,000.00 for grant funding from
the Dallas Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force, which is
administered by the City of Dallas
Reimbursement Program.

Ordinance
No.16-2019

The ordinance making
an appropriation to the
Special Revenue Fund in
the amount of $9,000.00 for
reimbursement funding from
the Treasury Executive Office
for Asset Forfeiture (TEOAF)
Reimbursement Program
administered by the Office of the
Secret Service Administration.

Ordinance
No.17-2019

Ordinance amending Chapter 2 of
the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Wichita Falls, Texas at Article II,
City Council, modifying Division
1 and adding Divisions 2, 3, and
4, to revise the existing Rules of
Procedure for the City Council,
and to establish policies addressing
Council decorum, communications,
and ethics; providing an effective
date; providing a repealer clause;
providing for inclusion; and
providing for severability

Resolutions
No. 40-2019

Resolution authorizing the City
Manager to purchase a Baldor
Blower Motor for the Aeration
System at the Wichita Falls Resource
Recovery Facility from Evans
Enterprises, Inc., in the amount of
$58,105.00.

Resolutions
No. 41-2019

Resolution authorizing the City
Manager to award bid and contract
for the 2019 Alley Rehabilitation
Project to Cage Construction and
Management Co. dba Gary Baker
Construction in the amount of
$303,349.00.

Resolution
No. 42-2019

Resolution of the City of
Wichita Falls to establish
and appoint members to a
2020 Census Wichita Falls
Complete Count Committee
(WFCCC) to plan and conduct
local educational initiatives,
publicity, and promotional
activities to increase
community awareness and
participation in the upcoming
2020 U.S. Census.

Resolution
No.43-2019

Resolution approving the
programs and expenditures
of the Wichita Falls 4B Sales
Tax Corporation Board of
Directors and amending the
budget to include funding up
to $65,000 to 922 Indiana,
LLC for infrastructure
improvements at 922 Indiana
Street.

Resolution
No. 44-2019

Resolution approving the
programs and expenditures
of the Wichita Falls 4B Sales
Tax Corporation Board of
Directors and amending the
budget to include funding up
to $17,500 to Lloyd Lovely for
infrastructure improvements
at 914 Scott Street related to an
exercise studio.

Resolution
No. 45-2019

Resolution authorizing the award
of bid for the City’s estimated
annual requirement of ready-mix
concrete and flowable fill to Ingram
Concrete, LLC in the amount of
$446,075.00.

Resolution
No. 46-2019

A resolution of the City of Wichita
Falls, Texas, finding that Oncor
Electric Delivery Company
LLC’s Application for Approval
to Amend its Distribution Cost
Recovery Factor pursuant to
16 Tex. Admin. Code 25.243 to
increase distribution rates within
the City should be denied; finding
that the City’s reasonable rate case
expenses shall be reimbursed by
the Company; finding that the
meeting at which this resolution
is passed is open to the public as
required by law; requiring notice of
this resolution to the Company and
legal counsel.

Resolution
No. 47-2019

Resolution authorizing the Wichita
Falls Public Transportation
Division to provide free
transportation to local youth
utilizing the various Wichita Falls
Public Library summer reading
programs.

www.wichitafallstx.gov

Resolution
No. 48-2019

Resolution authorizing the award
of bid for the demolition, clearing
and cleaning of 41 properties to
Chand & Brandi, Inc. dba Wilson
Contracting in the amount of
$156,542.00.

Resolution
No. 49-2019

Resolution rejecting all bids for
the asbestos abatement of fourteen
(14) properties.

Resolution
No. 50-2019

Resolution authorizing the
City Manager to award bid and
contract for the 2019 Water
Budget Utility Improvements
Project to Bowles Construction
Co in the amount of
$1,539,039.00.

Resolution
No. 51-2019

Resolution extending the leave of
Officer Timothy Putney pursuant
to Texas Local Government Code
143.073.

Resolution
No. 52-2019

A resolution confirming the
appointment of a Fire Chief for
the City of Wichita Falls.

Police Memorial Day, WFPD Memorial Ceremony

Municipal Clerks Week, Wichita Falls City Clerk

-Kids to Parks Day,
Nation Wide Event (May 18, 2019)

-National Salvation Army Week,
The Salvation Army (May 13- May 17, 2019)

-Chad W. Roche Day,
Eagle Scout Ranking (May 3, 2019)

-Relay for Life,
American Cancer Society (May 21, 2019)

Stamp Out Hunger Day, Wichita Falls Area Food Bank

National Bike Month, Bicycle Friendly Community Application Team

MAY PROCLAMATIONS

Smith’s Gardentown 70th Anniversary,
Smith Gardentown Farms

Hope Sunday, American Cancer Society

Ink Masters Tattoo
Expo
June 1st & 2nd
10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Falls Town Flyers
June 1st (FC Amarillo)
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
June 29th (FC Lubbock)
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

THE 55 ADVANTAGE

JUNE 25TH

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

WWW.WFMPEC.COM

Storyteller Margaret Clauder

Adult Art Class!

Wednesday, June 5th
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Saturday, June 1st
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Room of Requirement
Join Ramona from the Wichita Falls Alliance for Arts
and Culture as she teaches you how to make your own
unique art! All supplies provided and classes are FREE!

Summer Reading Kick-Off Party
Saturday, June 1st
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Come get the skinny on all the happenings this summer
at the Library’s Kick-Off Party! Register everyone in the
family for reading, watch space movies, and astronaut
storytime, and drink some TANG!

Chapter Chat

Tuesday, June 4th
10:00 am - 11:30 am
Conference Room

The library welcomes for the first time balloon artists
Robb Holladay. Robb Holladay has been voted #1
Children’s Entertainer and Balloon Artists! For 20 years.
Rob has amazed audiences young and old with his
message, magic, and balloon characters.

Stitch Meet-Up

Saturday, June 15th
11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Saturday, June 8th
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Conference Room

A club for fiber artists of every variety and level!
Limited supplies provided for beginners and new
projects. Coffee from Odd Duck and snacks courtesy
of the library!

Teen Photography Camp
Monday, June 3rd
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Mon., Tues., & Wed.
beginning June 10th
5:30 pm - 8:00 pm

The Wichita Falls Alliance
for Arts and Culture will be
Summer science will be
offering their photography
on! This summer, the
summer camp at the Library.
library will have help from
Registration is required,
the student chapter of the
and space is limited to 30
American Chemical Society
participants.
for their Maker Monday
Bring your own camera
times.
$10- Supplies fee, payable by
No Registration Required,
cash or check to WFFAC.
but space is limited.

Wednesday, June 12th
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Margaret Clauder joins the library once again!
Margaret knows kids. She has performed for thousands
of children in hundreds of schools and libraries all
over Texas, delighting audiences with her interactive
storytelling, her puppets, ventriloquism, her magic,
and humor.
One show ONLY! Come early to get a good seat!

Chapter Chat is an Adult Book Discussion for those
who read for enjoyment and to chat about what they are
reading.

Maker MondaysSummer Edition

The Magic Balloon Show

WFPlanners Club

Wednesday, June 19th
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm

REPCO Wildlife is a private conservation facility whose
mission is to help as many species as we can, protect
as many ecosystems as possible, and inspire the next
generation of children to become wildlife warriors and
active stewards of our Earth.

Secret Agent Magic Show
Wednesday, June 26th
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Enjoy the exciting magic and hilarious tales of top-secret
adventures and learn a ton of important information.
All Planners are Welcome - Free Event
Magician James Wand has performed at hundreds
Bring your bujos, happy planners, erin condrens, your
Filofaxes, and at-a-glance...if you use a planner - Bring it! of schools and libraries and at the International Spy
Museum.
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Drawing Basics for Teens

Tuesday, June 4th
10:30 am - 11:00 am

Tuesday, June 4th, 11th, 18th
& 25th
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Library’s Preschool Storytime is a
traditional storytime with stories
and songs designed for children
ages 3 to 5 years. Each week,
children will be introduced to a
variety of authors and illustrators
as they practice early literacy
skills and foster a love of reading.

Come learn some drawing
basics, including doodle art,
caricatures, and perspectives.
All work will be in pencil and
is meant to create a foundation
to grow on. For ages 12-18.
Registration is required, Class
size limited to 24 people.

Preschool Story Time

REPCO Wildlife Encounters

Tales for Tails
Thursdays
2:00 - 3:00 pm

Toddler Time

Wednesdays
10:00 am - 11:30 am
This is a free program
for children 3 & under
to enjoy with their
caregivers.
There are 3 sessions, 10
am, 10:30 am, and 11:00
am. Families can play
freely in the early learning
play area before and after.
This is a great opportunity
to meet other families in
the area and enjoy the
library!

Whatever Wednesdays Back for another summer of
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm

Come hang out at the
library and do...whatever!
The Library has chess
boards, game boards,
cards, LEGOs. This is for
all ages.
No registration required.
Come and go as you
please.

fun!
Library therapy dogs will
be there once again to give
children the chance to interact
with some really sweet animals
and to practice reading aloud.
This is for independent readers
only.

Space Crafts

Thursdays
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Space themed art projects for
youth of all ages.
No registration needed.

Wichita Theatre
Disney’s

Frozen Jr.

Crystal Palace Dance
After Party

June 7th, 8th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 21st,
& 22nd
$15.00 (Plus tax)

Inside of Stage 2 Dinner Theatre

Elsa, Anna, Olaf, and all your
favorites take the stage.
Don’t miss the Crystal Palace After
Party as well!

Limited Seating

Additional :$7.00 per person

**No After Party on June 21st. Show
Only!**

Information
Employment Opportunities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Librarian II- Systems Specialist
Custodian - Auditorium - Nights
Custodian - Regional Airport
School Crossing Guard
Bus Driver - Part Time
Utilities System Worker I
TCOLE Licensed Public Safety Dispatcher
CAD Drafter / Design Tech
Laborer
Firefighter Trainee

•
•
•
•
•
•

General Maintenance Worker
Sanitation Equip Operator
City Engineer
Sanitation Worker
P/P Maintenance Mechanic
Sanitation Superintendent

Access Wichita Falls

Access Wichita Falls, the easy way to send questions,
comments, observations, compliments and complaints directly
to a City staff person who can help you.
To use Access Wichita Falls, follow three easy steps:

1. Choose a topic and subtopic that matches the subject of your
concern.
2. Write and submit your request.
3. Create an account so you can track the status and any
responses online 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

www.cwftx.simplehire.com

That City Show

A new episode of That City Show will air every Saturday at 11:00 pm & Sunday at 6:00 am on KAUZ
News Channel 6. Rebroadcasts will be everyday following at 8:00 am, 6:30 pm and midnight on Spectrum Cable Channel 1300. Can’t catch us on air? There are even more ways to see the show!
1. City YouTube page: CityofWF
2. City Website Social Media tab: www.wichitafallstx.gov
Want to be a part of the show?
If you would like to be considered for a guest appearance on That City Show call (940)761-7401
To view, our most recent episode click on the link below
www.wichitafallstx.gov

Click on the link: www.wichitafallstx.gov

Code Red

The CodeRed System is used to send emergency
notifications, from evacuation notices to missing
child alerts to residents and businesses located
within Wichita Falls.
Click on the link: www.wichitafallstx.gov

Lake Levels
Current Lake Levels for
May 27, 2019
Lake Arrowhead - 100%
Lake Kickapoo - 100%
Wichita Falls Drought Status: NORMAL

MyH2O

Residents can now monitor and control their utility
accounts by signing up for Citizen Self Serve. Once
on the site follow the prompts, click on Self Serve,
Registration is FREE!
-Monitor accounts 24/7
-Monitor Utility usage
-Make Payments
-Set-up new accounts
RECEIVE UTILITY BILLS by
Email
To receive utility bills by email please contact the
Utility Billing Office at
(940) 761-7417
Mail
Utility Collections
P.O. Box 1440
Wichita Falls, TX 76307-7532
In-Person
Municipal Auditorium
1300 7th Street
IVR Phone Payments
1-877-281-0607
24 hours a day

FOLLOW US ON...

